b gt

Approved For Release 2004/04/01 ; CiA RDP80B (
R : - 01 -
AN ek e o 39A000200020031-6

i | | . CODIB=D=32
3 Aprid 1959

UNITED STATES INTELLIGENGCE BOARD
COMMITTEE ON DOGUMENTATION

Cataloging and Classif Books
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1. Present practice in CIA is %o use the Intelligsnce Subject Code
(15C) and the Army Map Service Aree Code in cateloging and classifying
books for the CIA Library.

2, The ISC is under revision and will contime to be used for CIA
documents., IExtending the use of the new ISC to books would entail &
recetaloging exercise. Because recataloging is jnevitable we want to
meke the best change possible. Quexy: Ingofar as books are concerned,
whether to change to the revised ISC or to ancther system, such as the
Library of Congress or the Dewsy Decimal systems. ‘

3, CODIB=D=26 sets forth principles and criteria designed to pro-
vide guidance in the development of compatible intelligence refervencing
systems. This document has relevance for the book collection of the CIA
Library, inasmch as it is a part of the information holdings of the
intellipence commnity.

4. CIA has etudied the problem to determlne whether it is more
important to CIA and the commnity to adopt a system idsnticel with
that to be used for intelligence documents (whieh the revised ISC will
be designed to do), or to adopt a sysiem compatible with the prevalle
ing prastice for clagsifying books in the 1ibraries of the USIB member
organizations and other cooperating libraries such as the Library of
Congress (see stischment)s

5, CIA has tentatively concluded that the overall interests are
best served by adoptdng the Library of Congress sysien of cateloging
and classifying books. The choice of an additional ares coding gysten
nas been deferred pending further action within the community on the -
adoption of an area codes

6. The main factors influencing this choice are:
2o Moa'e;‘_of the people in the Agency have besen brougnt up

in research environmente which use the 1L cr & sgimilar
system. They have indicated by miniwum use znd criticism
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that our present catalog is not essily understendsble to
thems Conversion %o IC would provide famdliar ground.

Iibraries with which we do the most business use the IC
or a similar syetom. Compatibility is thus achleved =
a degirable end in iitself. This would reduce exisiing
bearriers within the community and meke wsy for joint
undertakings such as cooperative catsloging.

There is a trend in the bock trade to do cataloging at
the source, 1.,e8., LC does the cataloging before the book
is published and the catalog card is published as part
of the books The IC and Dewey classification numbera
are included in each case. '

Clear text subject and phrase cross—referencing will
be possible under the I system without requiring the
user to resort to a glossary for translation from
subject to subject through a parametric code.

This matter will be placed upon the sgenda of the next CODLB
meeting pursuant to pars. 17 of CODIB=D-26, 25 February 1959,

Paul A, Borel
Cheirman
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